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What is The Future of Literature?

‘The Future of Literature?’ is a programme of free events which 
explores the reading and writing of digital literature. It is part of 
the Reading Digital Fiction project at Sheffield Hallam University 
and Bangor University and is funded by the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council (AHRC).

What is Digital Literature?

Digital literature is written for and read from a computer, and its 
structure, form, and meaning are dictated by the digital context 
in which it is produced and received. Rather than existing as a 
digital version of a print text, digital literature is ‘born digital’. 
Some digital literature contains hyperlinks, moving images, 
mini-games, or sound effects, and they all require the reader 
to interact with them. Introducing readers and writers to a 
whole range of literary innovation including hypertext fiction, 
kinetic poetry, app-fiction, and literary video games, this free 
programme of events asks: is this the future of literature?

How Do I Read Digital Literature?

This guide includes information about free events that introduce 
digital literature to readers and writers. No previous experience 
with digital literature is required! Please visit our website to find 
out more about the project and to have a look at some examples 
of digital literature: http://readingdigitalfiction.com

http://readingdigitalfiction.com
http://readingdigitalfiction.com


Off the Shelf Lecture: 
Kate Pullinger, ‘Beyond 
the Book: Digital Fiction’ 
in “Showroom 5” at The 
Showroom

Over the past decade, new hybrid 
forms of literature have begun 
to emerge as writers and artists 
experiment with digital technologies. 
As well as writing novels and short 
stories in print, Kate Pullinger has long 
been involved with thinking about what 
it means for writing to move off the 
page and onto screens. She’ll discuss 
her award-winning digital projects 
Inanimate Alice and Flight Paths as well 
as her WWI Centenary participatory 
project, Letter to an Unknown Soldier. 

Free tickets are available from The 
Showroom Box Office (15 Paternoster 
Row, Sheffield, S1 2BX) and can be 
reserved in person or by calling 0114 
275-7727.

‘Introduction to Digital 
Fiction’ Public Workshop 
at Local Studies Library, 
Sheffield Central Library

If you have little or no experience with 
digital fiction and would like to learn 
more about this exciting new way of 
reading, come to our introductory 
workshop with Dr. Jen Smith. We’ll 
read a few stories together, and then 
we’ll have a chat about what makes 
them different from traditional printed 
books.

‘The Future of Reading? 
An Exhibition of Digital 
Literature’, Bank Street Arts

Launch of ‘The Future of 
Reading? An Exhibition of 
Digital Literature’

Guided Tour of ‘The Future 
of Reading?’ Exhibition Creative Writing Master 

Class, Sheffield Hallam 
University 

Pop-up Book Club at Bank 
Street Arts

This exhibition tracks the historical 
development of digital literature 
from experimental print antecedents 
through to pre-web text-based forms 
and current multimodal incarnations. 
It includes Interactive Fictions (IFs) 
and electronic text adventure games, 
hypertext and hypermedia fictions, 
Flash fictions, kinetic poetry, and 
literary videogames. 

The exhibition is sponsored by the 
Electronic Literature Organization. 

For more information, please visit: 
http://bankstreetarts.com/

To mark the launch of the ‘The Future 
of Reading?’ exhibition, please join us 
for late night opening and a celebratory 
reception at Bank Street Arts. 

Join one of the curators, Dr. Alice 
Bell, as she introduces the digital 
literature in the ‘The Future of Read-
ing?’ exhibition at Bank Street Arts. 
The tour will include an introduction 
to digital literature, an overview of its 
historical development, and a closer 
look at the works in the exhibition.

Digital literature author, Christine 
Wilks, will talk about her works and 
the process of producing them. This 
event is run in association with the MA 
Writing at Sheffield Hallam University.

Join us for an informal “book club” 
session focusing on one of the digital 
fictions in our exhibition. After you 
register for the session, Dr. Jen Smith 
will email you some information and a 
link to a piece of digital fiction to read 
in your own time. During the session, 
we’ll all have a chat together about 
the story in a relaxed environment. No 
previous experience with digital fiction 
is necessary!
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THE FUTURE OF LITERATURE? 
 Programme of Events

Admission is free, but booking is required for all events. 
For more information and to register your free place, please visit: 

http://readingdigitalfiction.com/events/
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http://readingdigitalfiction.com/events/

